Endotoxic effects of peptidoglycan.
Peptidoglycans (PG) are cell wall fragments of gram-positive bacteria. The effect of PG on blood pressure, circulating leukocytes, and platelets was studied in a rat model. PG was able to decrease blood pressure and to induce leukopenia and thrombocytopenia. In vitro PG affected leukocyte function and was able to activate the contact activating system.